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10/12/20 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government how the COVID-19 testing process for students will be run. 

(S5W-33379) 

Richard Lochhead: Universities began the asymptomatic testing of students on 30 

November. Testing is being offered on a voluntary basis to all university and college 

students who are changing households or returning home at the end of term and is 

being administered by individual institutions. Two tests will be necessary, 3 days 

apart, with PCR confirmation for positive results. 

We have published guidance and an FAQ document for students, which sets out 

more detail on the testing programme. We are committed to working with 

universities to offer testing on a similar basis to students on their staggered arrival 

for the start of next term and will provide further detail on the testing arrangements 

in due course. 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what advice has been issued to local authorities regarding the working 

arrangements for pregnant teachers during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-

33637) 

John Swinney: Safety of staff in schools is paramount. Teachers are entitled to 

feel safe at work and we expect schools and local authorities to make sure 

appropriate arrangements are in place for them. 

Our latest guidance on reducing coronavirus (COVID-19) risks in schools, 

published on 30 October, says schools and local authorities should follow the 

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists advice to try to keep the risk of 

exposure as low as is practically possible to pregnant women, particularly in the 

third trimester. Normal pregnancy risk assessments should also be undertaken, 

and appropriate attention paid to mental health and wellbeing. 
 
 
11/12/20 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government, what steps it is taking to implement the terms of motion S5M-23385, 

which was agreed by the Parliament on 18 November 2020, including recruiting an 

additional 2,000 full-time teachers and making regular COVID-19 testing for 

asymptomatic staff and senior pupils widely available. (S5W-33533) 

John Swinney: Work is progressing across all terms of the agreed motion. In 
considering any requirements for additional school staff we must take into account 
what local authorities are telling us about what would best meet the needs of 
children and young people in their areas. The Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Sport has also announced plans to undertake pathfinder testing work from January. 
This will evaluate the deliverability of asymptomatic testing in the school 
environment with the objective of establishing a sustainable programme of 
asymptomatic testing amongst school staff. Consideration of these issues is 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-student-home-visits/pages/end-of-term-2020/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/students-returning-home


ongoing, including through budget planning processes and I will provide a further 
update to Parliament in due course. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 

light of reports that it plans to support the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink 

Scotland and Young Scot to deliver a “Lockdown Lowdown 2” survey on face 

coverings, and work with Public Health Scotland on a similar survey of children 

under seven, what the terms of reference are for this work, and how it will use the 

findings of these surveys to assess the impact of face coverings on young people. 

(S5W-33544) 

John Swinney: The details of this work are as follows: 
 

• Wave 2 of Lockdown Lowdown covered a wide range of questions about 

young people’s experiences during the pandemic. This included an open 

question where respondents were given the opportunity to raise any issues, 

such as face coverings, in relation to COVID-19 restrictions. In addition, focus 

groups covered a broad range of questions about young people’s 

experiences, including prompts about face coverings. 

• Wave 2 of the COVID-19 Early Years Resilience and Impact Survey covers 

a wide range of questions about the lives of children aged 2-7 and their 

parents/carers. It contains four questions about how children feel about 

wearing face coverings and about adults wearing them. 
 

These surveys, along with other work, will support our regular review of the existing 
and emerging evidence base regarding the impact of face coverings and other 
restrictions on children and young people. As evidence is collated and assessed 
over time, it will provide a useful basis on which to adjust or amend policy and 
guidance as appropriate. 

 
 


